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Is a previously normal person reporting head nodding? * 

Not a case of NS SUSPECTED Case of NS 

The age at onset of nodding is between 3 and 18 years? 

Not a case of NS 

Is the frequency of nodding 5 to 20 per minute? 

Not a case of NS 

Does the patient report/show AT LEAST ONE of the following? 

1. Other neurological abnormalities **  

2. Clustering in space or time with similar cases 

3. Nodding triggered by food and/or cold weather 

4. Stunting or wasting 

5. Delayed sexual or physical development 

6. Psychiatric symptoms 

* “Head Nodding” is defined as repetitive, involuntary drops of the head to the chest on two or more occasions. 
** include cognitive decline, school dropout due to cognitive/ behavioural problems, other seizures or neurological 

abnormalities. 

Not a case of NS PROBABLE Case of NS 

Has a patient’s nodding episode been documented in AT LEAST ONE of the following ways? 

1. Direct observation by a trained healthcare worker (i.e. nurse, CO, MO) 

2. Videotape 

3. on EEG/EMG 

CONFIRMED Case of NS PROBABLE Case of NS 


